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of the 'As-hab El-Kahf (or Companions of the Cave, also
called the Seven Sleepers) together with the name of their
dog. These, it is said, were Christian youths of Ephesus, who
took refuge from the persecution of the Emperor Decius in a
cave, and slept there, guarded by their dog, for the space of
three hundred years. The names are sometimes engraved in
the bottom of a drinking-cup, and more commonly on the
round tray of .tinned copper which, placed on a stool, forms the
table for dinner, supper," etc.

The incongruity and inconsistency of superstition is very
noticeable in the case cited above, where the charm is attrib-
uted by Moslems to the names of the " Seven Sleepers," who
are Christians, and to the virtues of

"A sect they are taught to hate,
And are delighted to decapitate,"

whenever the opportunity presents itself. By a similar freak
they also do honor to the dog, the faithful guardian of the
same Christians. Needless to say that with the Arab " Chris-
tian," "dog," and "Jew" are terms synonymous with villain,
blackguard, sneak, and cheat " Emshi Rooah, ya kelb!" (Clear
out, begone, you dog!), is an anathema for our benefit, my
Christian brethren, when a Moslem has come to the point
where he is willing to risk, in our hearing, the solidity of his
cranium and the flexibility of his jawbone. The hatred whicfr
exists -between Arab and Jew is very marked, and "Youdi"
(damned Jew) is a term that he reserves for one of that race,
and uses also when he wishes to exhaust, in one ejaculation,
his vocabulary of curses against a member of his own per-
suasion. Concerning different religions, I was once told that
the Jews were bad, and would never be forgiven by the Mos-
lems, for they ought to know better, but that the Arabs felt